
The Seven Seals 
“Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of  the tribe of  Judah, the Root of  David, 

has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” — Elder 
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Rev 4:1  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing 
open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a 
trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will  
show you things which must take place after this." 
 

Rev 4:2-7  2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne 
set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.  3 And He who sat there 
was1 like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a 
rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.   
4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones  
I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they 
had crowns1 of gold on their heads.  5 And from the throne 
proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices1. Seven lamps of fire 
were burning before the throne, which are the2 seven Spirits of God.  
6 Before the throne there was1 a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the 
midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living 
creatures full of eyes in front and in back.   
 
Rev 4:7-11  7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second 
living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a 
man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle.  8 The 
four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes 
around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: 
"Holy, holy1, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to 
come!"  9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever,  
10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the 
throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying:  11 "You are worthy, O Lord1,  
To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist2 and were created."  
 
Rev 5:1-5 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the 
throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven 
seals.  2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
"Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?"  3 And no 
one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open 
the scroll, or to look at it.  4 So I wept much, because no one was 
found worthy to open and read1 the scroll, or to look at it.  5 But 
one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the 
scroll and to loose1 its seven seals." 

The ‘open door’ in heaven 
reveals the work of Christ 
within the Holy Place of the 
Sanctuary. 
 
John is permitted to behold the 
throne of God.  From this 
passage, we learn that there are 
seven lamps of fire which are 
burning before the throne.  
These seven lamps of fire are 
equated with the seven Spirit of 
God. 
 
Four living creatures = Eze 1 
Seven lamps = Zech 4:1-6 
Sea of glass = Eze 47:1-12 
 
Lion = Strength (Pr 30:29-30) 
Calf = Service (Job 39:9) 
Man = Wisdom (Pr 12:8) 
Eagle = Swift (Deut 28:49) 
 
“Who was and is and it to 
come” see Rev 1:4-5 
 
Four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders praise God as 
Creator 
 
 
The scroll sealed with seven 
seals is the ‘last will and 
testament’ of Jesus Christ. 
It contains the legal right of 
inheritance of the human race 
(Rev 21:7), the covenant by 
which they will inherit these 
things (Rev 21:27; 22:14), and 
the legal right and down 
payment of these promises — 
the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13-14). 
See (Heb 9:11-17 & John 17) 
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Rev 5:6-10  6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne 
and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the 
earth.  7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of 
Him who sat on the throne.  8 Now when He had taken the scroll, 
the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new 
song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its 
seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your 
blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,   
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall 
reign on the earth."  
 
Rev 5:11-14  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many 
angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and 
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"  13 And every 
creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 
"Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on 
the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"  14 Then the four 
living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down 
and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 
 
The Table Of Showbread — The Throne Of God 
 
Exo 37:10-12  10 He made the table of acacia wood; two cubits  
was its length, a cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its height.   
11 And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made a molding of gold 
all around it.  12 Also he made a frame of a handbreadth all around 
it, and made a molding of gold for the frame all around it. 
 
Exo 29:5-6  5 "Then you shall take the garments, put the tunic on 
Aaron, and the robe of the ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, 
and gird him with the… band of the ephod.  6 "You shall put the 
turban on his head, and put the holy crown on the turban.  
 
Zec 6:11-13  11 "Take the silver and gold, make an elaborate crown, 
and set it on the head of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest.  12 "Then speak to him, saying,`Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, saying: "Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! 
From His place He shall branch out, And He shall build the temple 
of the LORD;  13 Yes, He shall build the temple of the LORD. He 
shall bear the glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He 
shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both."' 

John hears that ‘the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah’ has prevailed to 
open the scroll, but when he 
turns, he sees ‘a Lamb’ as 
through it had been slain 
(recently).  Thus Jesus by His 
death became the mediator 
(dispenser) of a ‘new covenant’ 
or ‘testament’ (Heb 9:14-17).  
And on the day of Pentecost, 
sent out the seven Spirits of 
God as a ‘guarantee of our 
inheritance’ until He comes to 
redeem the earth and His own. 
 
This portion of the vision is yet 
future, even from our day.  For 
it will only be after the final 
destruction of Satan and the 
wicked and the recreation of the 
new earth that ‘every creature 
which is in heaven and on the 
earth and under the earth and 
such as are in the sea’ will give 
God blessing, honor, glory and 
power. 
 
 
 
 
The table of showbread had two 
‘crowns’ around it.  One called a 
‘zer’ and the other called a 
‘micgereth’.   
 
 
Upon Aaron’s head was to be 
placed the holy crown or ‘nezer’. 
 
 
 
Here, an elaborate crown is set 
on the head of Joshua the high 
priest as a memorial of the Man 
named the BRANCH, who is 
coming to build the temple of 
the Lord.  He is foretold to sit 
on ‘His throne’ and be a priest 
there and the counsel of peace 
will be between them ‘both’. 
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The Showbread — Symbol Of God’s Word / Brings Life 
 
Exo 25:30  30 "And you shall set the showbread (bread of the faces)  
on the table before Me always.  
 
Psa 89:14-15  14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 
Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.  15 Blessed are 
the people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O LORD,  
in the light of Your countenance. 
 
Mat 4:4  4 But He answered and said, "It is written,`Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.'" 
 
Deu 32:46-47  46 and He said to them: "Set your hearts on all the 
words which I testify among you today, which you shall command 
your children to be careful to observe-- all the words of this law.   
47 "For it is not a futile thing for you, because it is your life, and by 
this word you shall prolong your days in the land which you cross 
over the Jordan to possess." 
 
Psa 119:50 50 This is my comfort in my affliction, For Your word 
has given me life. 
 
God’s Throne Connected With Life 
 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
 
Eze 47:1 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple; and 
there was water, flowing from under the threshold of the temple 
toward the east, for the front of the temple faced east; the water 
was flowing from under the right side of the temple, south of the 
altar. 
 
Jesus Prophesied To Sit On His Father’s Throne 
 
Psa 110:1-4 The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand,  
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool."…  4 The LORD has 
sworn And will not relent, "You are a priest forever According to 
the order of Melchizedek." 
 
Psa 133:1-3  <A Song of Ascents. Of David.> Behold, how  
good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!  
2 It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the 
beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his 
garments.  3 It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the 
mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing-
- Life forevermore. 

 
 
Some version translate this 
phrase ‘bread of the Presence’ 
 
The ‘foundation’ of God’s 
throne is His holy law — 
‘righteousness and justice’.  His 
‘face’ and ‘countenance’ shine 
upon those who know His voice 
and keep His commands. 
 
 
 
The commands of God have 
life giving power within them if 
they are taken into the heart and 
obeyed from the heart.  All the 
commands of God proceed 
from His mouth and from His 
throne. 
 
 
 
 
 
From God’s throne flows a 
‘river of water of life’.  From 
God’s throne issues forth His 
sacred commands — which if 
brought into the heart and life, 
will lead all to life. 
 
 
 
 
 
At Jesus ascension (Ps 68:17-20) 
He sat on His Father’s throne 
(Rev 3:21) as our high priest 
(Col 3:1-4). 
 
Jn 3:16  “For God so loved  
the world, that He gave His  
only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting 
life.” 
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1st Seal —   The Pure Church (31AD—100AD) 
 
Rev 6:1-2 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and 
I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like 
thunder, "Come and see."  2 And I looked, and behold, a white 
horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, 
and he went out conquering and to conquer. 
 
2nd Seal —  The Persecuted Church (100AD—313AD) 
 
Rev 6:3-4  3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second 
living creature saying, "Come and see."  4 Another horse, fiery red, 
went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace 
from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there 
was given to him a great sword. 
 
3rd Seal — The Compromising Church (313AD—538AD) 
 
Rev 6:5-6  5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third 
living creature say, "Come and see." So I looked, and behold, a 
black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.   
6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures 
saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley 
for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine." 
 
4th Seal — The Dead Church (538AD—1798AD) 
 
Rev 6:7-8  7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of 
the fourth living creature saying, "Come and see."  8 So I looked, 
and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was 
Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to 
them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, 
with death, and by the beasts of the earth. 
 
5th Seal — The Call For Judgment (1798—1844AD) 
 
Rev 6:9-11  9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 
the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for 
the testimony which they held.  10 And they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  11 Then a 
white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that 
they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their 
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, 
was completed. 
 
6th Seal — Signs And Christ’s Second Coming (1755 AD-???) 
 
7th Seal — Sin Destroyed / Earth Made New 

 
 
White = (Isa 1:18; Dan 12:10) 
Horse = (Zech 10:1-5) 
Bow = (Ps 38:1-2; Ps 45:4-6) 
Crown = (Jam 1:12; 1 Pet 5:4) 
Conquering = (2 Cor 10:4-5) 
 
 
 
Red = (Isa 63:2-3) 
Horse = (Zech 10:1-5) 
Sword = (Mt 10:34-36;  
Heb 4:12; Rev 2:16) 
 
 
 
 
Black = (Pr 7:9; Rev 6:12) 
Scales = (Eze 4:9-17) 
Wheat, Barley = (Mt 4:4) 
Denarius = (Mt 20:1-16) 
Oil = (1 Sam 16:13; Zech 4:1-6) 
Wine = (Mt 26:27-29) 
 
 
 
Pale = chloros, green, yellow-pale 
Death, Hades = (1 Cor 15:55) 
Sword (Deut 28:22, 25) 
Hunger or Famine  
(Deut 28:17, 23-24) 
Death (Deut 28:20-22) 
Wild Beasts = (Lev 26:22; 
Deut 28:26) 
 
Altar = (Ps 44:22-26) 
Avenge = (Deut 32:40-43; 2 
Kgs 9:7; Rev 19:2) 
Judge = (Rev 11:17-18) 
White Robe = (Dan 11:35; 
12:10) 
 





Portion of Revelation Title of Christ Ministry Meaning Time Period Covered Emphasis Scriptures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 1-3 

 

“Jesus Christ — 

The Faithful 

Witness” 

 

 

Revelation 1:5 

Jesus’ ministry at the 

seven candlesticks 

keeps the ‘witness’ of 

His churches burning 

brightly in the world by 

His commendation, 

rebuke and promises. 

Pentecost 31 AD —  

 

Close of the Day of 

Atonement 20?? AD. 

We are His witnesses 

when we let our light 

shine (Mt 5:16) and it is 

evident to others that 

Christ is living in us 

(Gal 2:20) by His Spirit, 

bearing good fruit. 

(Act 1:8 NKJ)  8 "But you shall 

receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me… 

 

See also Acts 5:32; Isa 43:10-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 4-7 

 

“Jesus Christ — 

The Firstborn 

From the 

Dead” 

 

Revelation 1:5 

Jesus’ ministry at the 

‘right hand of God’  

imparts life to His  

people as He ministers 

the ‘Bread of Life’, His 

Word and His Spirit to 

the church. 

Pentecost 31 AD —  

 

The re-creation of the 

Earth made new. 

By trusting Christ to 

feed us with His living 

Word and drinking in 

of His Holy Spirit the 

grace we need to obey 

His commands, we are 

receiving eternal life. 

(Rom 8:34 NKJ)  34 “It is Christ 

who died, and furthermore is 

also risen, who is even at the 

right hand of God, who also 

makes intercession for us.” 

 

See also Acts 5:31; Eph 5:25-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 8-11 

 

“Jesus Christ — 

The Ruler Over 

the Kings of the 

Earth” 

 

Revelation 1:5 

Jesus’ ministry before 

the altar of incense 

brings the prayers of 

His people before His 

Father — prayers for 

help and deliverance 

from their oppressors. 

Pentecost 31 AD —  

 

Close of the Day of 

Atonement 20?? AD 

when the censor is 

thrown down and  

intercession ceases. 

We can trust Christ to 

hear our petitions and 

prayers and in His time 

to avenge Himself on 

those who mistreat us.  

Our continual prayer to 

Him for deliverance is 

vital (Lk 18:1-8). 

(Psa 2:1-12 NKJ) & (Psa 110)  
2 “The kings of the earth set  

themselves… against the LORD 

and against His Anointed…  
10 Now therefore, be wise, O 

kings…  11 “Serve the LORD 

with fear, And rejoice with  

trembling.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 12-22 

 

 

“The Lord God 

Who Judges” 

 

 

Revelation 18:8 

Jesus’ ministry before 

God in the great ‘Day 

of Atonement’ is to seal 

the Law in the hearts of 

His people, and provide 

final atonement for 

their sins by His blood. 

The opening of the  

Day of Atonement 

Oct 22, 1844 at the end 

of the 2,300 days —  

 

The re-creation of the 

Earth made new. 

Through faith in the 

blood of Christ and 

obedience to His law, 

His law may be written 

in our hearts and our 

names may be written 

in ‘the Book of Life.’ 

(Joh 5:22 NKJ)  22 For the  

Father judges no one, but has 

committed all judgment to the 

Son…  

 

See also Isa 8:16; Lk 10:20;  

Eph 1:13; 2 Tim 2:19; Rev 7:2-3 

The ‘Daily’ and ‘Yearly’ Sanctuary Ministry of  Christ in The Book of  Revelation 
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