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Jerry Wayne Shoemaker, born June 6, 1944 in Cincinnati, Ohio to
the late William and Ruby Shoemaker, passed away peacefully at his
home in Centerville at the age of 76 on Friday, May 14, 2021. In
addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by his twin brother,
Larry Shoemaker, and older brother Kenneth Shoemaker.
Jerry is survived by his dear wife, Sue; step-children, Jerry Parks, Jeff Parks, and Karen
(Alan) Frazier; step-sister, Donna (Dave) Laughlin; numerous cousins, step-nieces and
nephews; and his beloved canine companion, Bella.
Jerry is a veteran of the United States Army and served in Operation White Coat at
Fort Detrick, MD. Jerry graduated from Mt. Vernon Academy. In the years following
high school he studied voice at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, attended
Southern University, and Washington Adventist University where he sang with Pro
Musica. He worked at Kettering College for 23 years. He was a faithful member of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church throughout his life, belonging to several area
churches over the years. He most recently was a member of the Beavercreek SDA
Church where he intermittently continued his ministry in music even after suffering a
stroke in 2006.
Jerry had a lifelong passion for music. Through the years, he directed several choirs
and regularly sang at numerous local churches. Jerry was instrumental in organizing
the Friday Night Singing Band at Kettering Hospital, a group that walked the
hospital hallways weekly to sing hymns and bring encouragement to patients. Since
2007, he has also shared his music weekly at the Joseph Bernardin Residents’ Prayer

The Dedication Quartet, and the Dedication Singers musical groups. He traveled the
USA performing concerts and singing at hundreds of weddings. He also sang the
National Anthem for the Cincinnati Reds games on several occasions. Jerry loved to
participate in the Village of Springboro’s festivals, many times in costume. In the late
70’s and early 80’s, he recorded two sacred albums for the Chapel Records label that
featured his most-loved songs, including an original composition. Jerry’s sincere hope
and prayer for those who listened to his music was that they would be blessed and
drawn closer to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
In addition to his timeless singing, Jerry was well known for his extensive autograph
collection. He had a wonderful sense of humor, loved puns,
and had a contagious smile. Jerry wrote beautiful calligraphy and often wrote for friends’ special occasions. He loved
to travel and made friends easily. He fell asleep with the
blessed hope of Christ’s soon return. He awaits the sound
of the trumpet and will be joining the Choir of Heaven!
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It Is Well - #530, SDA Hymnal
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

-RefrainIt is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul
My sin–oh, the joy of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,

What A Day That Will Be - © 1955 Ben L. Speer
1
There is coming a day,
When no heartaches shall come.
No more clouds in the sky,
No more tears to dim the eye.
All is peace forever more,
On that happy golden shore.
What a day, glorious day that will be!

2
There will be no sorrows there,
And no more burdens to bear,
No more sickness and, no more pain,
No more parting over there.
And forever I will be with the one who
died for me.
What a day, glorious day that will be!

-Refrain-

What a day that will be,
When my Jesus I shall see,
And I look upon His face,
The One who saved me by His grace.
When He takes me by the hand
And leads me through the Promised Land,
What a day, glorious day that will be!
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