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Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 17:31-37      Narrative: 1 Samuel 17:1-37 
 

Before young recruits are ready to enter military service, they are sent to boot 

camp where they are given the ________________ to develop their skills and 

abilities in basic training. In a certain sense, so it was that before David was to 

________ the throne of Israel, God would develop his skill and demonstrate 

through him that he was indeed chosen by God and ___________ to lead God’s 

people. Through divine providence an ________________ came where David 

would be publicly tested, and in the sight of the nation it would be ___________ 

that David was no __________ youth. An apparently formidable ___________, 

who defied the armies of God, presented a duel to the warriors of Israel – a 

_____-____-_____ battle with a winner-take-all ____________ and abject 

servitude for the losers. How did God prepare David to be his ______________ 

in this campaign, and how can we be prepared to ______ even when the ______ 

seemed stacked against us? Let us prayerfully study this familiar passage today. 

No Ordinary Training 

1. What was David’s ___________ before serving in the king’s court? 1 Sm 16:19;17:15 

2. Who was the ____________ Philistine that intimidated Israel’s army? 1 Sam 17:4-11 

3. What should we understand from the period of _______ ridicule? v 16  

4. Who gave David _______ to go to his brethren and how was he received? v 17-22,28 

5. Why was David indignant at the ______________ hurled against God? v 23,26,29-30 

6. Why was he confident of ______________ the foe and how can we also be? v 31-37 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

No one is qualified for the important and great work, unless he has been faithful in 

the performance of the little duties. It is by degrees the character is formed and the 

soul trained to put effort and energy proportionate for the task which is to be 

accomplished. If we are creatures of circumstance, we shall surely fail of perfecting 

Christian character. You must master circumstances; not allow circumstances to 

master you. You can find energy at the cross of Christ. You can now grow by 

degrees, and conquer difficulties, and overcome force of habit. You need to be 

stimulated by the life-giving force of Jesus. You should be attracted to Christ, and 

clothed with his divine beauty and excellence.       
Testimony for the Church, No. 21 p. 64 

 

Receive your training now that you may be ready to stand in the day of battle! 


